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to oppose their rush. Then Murray saw that the moment had come to change the defeat into a rout, and charged down the hill with all his cavalry: Huntly, who was Tery stout and clad in very heavy armor, fell and was trampled to death under the horses' feet; John Gordon vras made prisoner and had his head cut off at Aberdeen three days later: and his brother who was too young to undergo similar punishment at that time, was closely confined in a dungeon, and executed on the day he completed his sixteenth year.
Mary was present at the battle, and her tranquil and courageous demeanor made a deep impression upon her savage defenders, who heard her say again and again that she wished she were a man, to pass her days in the saddle and her nights under a tent, to wear a coat of mail upon her body, a helmet on her head, a shield on her arm, and a broadsword at her side.
She entered Edinburgh amid general enthusiasm, for her expedition against the Earl of Huntly, who was a Catholic, was very popular with the people of that city, who did not understand the real motives which, had caused it to be undertaken. They were of the Reformed religion, and the Earl was a Papist: they had gone no iarther into the subject than that.
In the midst of their acclamations the good Scotchmen expressed, both verbally and by written petitions, their earnest desire that the Queen, who had had no children by Frao^ois II., should marry again. Mary made no objection to that, and in accordance with the sound advice of those who were about her, she resolved to consult Elizabeth upon the subject of her marriage: for, being Henry VIL's grand-daughter she was next in succession to the throne of England if the Queen should die without issue. Unhappily she had not always acted